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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
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Artist watches installation of 15-foot sculpture
Artist Cyril Lixenberg has a quick comeback
to those who question the colors of his sculpture and wall piece, which were installed
May 13 in front and inside the new addition
to Mackinac Hall.
"They tell me blue and yellow are the colors
of the University of Michigan," said
Lixenberg, who lives in the Netherlands. "But
I tell them this will be painted yellow and
blue."
The design of the 15-foot tall sculpture,
"Amaranth," is continued inside the entry to
Mackinac on a flat wall piece, painted blue
and yellow. The sculpture, painted yellow,
means "an imaginary flower that never dies,"
according to Lixenberg.
Henry Matthews, director of galleries and collections, said the Mackinac Hall addition was
designed to include a piece of artwork at its
entrance.
Matthews said he proposed the university
commission a piece from Lixenberg for
several reasons.

"He's a Dutch artist, for one
thing," Matthews said. "Also,
Cyril and his family have given
the universi ty about 300 works on
paper and graphics over the last
40 years from his work as a print
maker."
The Art Gallery will showcase
Lixenberg's work during an
October exhibit, "Cyril
Lixenberg: Four Times Ten Plus."
The 70-year-old Lixenberg has
other sculptures and artwork
displayed in West Michigan,
including at Hope College,
Holland Community Hospital,
and in Muskegon and Grand
Haven.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Cyril Lixenberg (left) watches
welders install his sculpture,
Amaranth, in front of the new
addition to Mackinac Hall. The
sculpture and wall piece were
installed on May 13.

-------------------------•••-------------------------Across Campus
Construction closes
Seward Avenue

The Lake Michigan Drive intersection will be
closed for approximately three weeks, likely
in mid-June.

The City of Grand Rapids will close Seward
Avenue from Fulton Street to Bridge Street for
reconstruction. This project, scheduled to
begin today, will widen and enhance Seward
Avenue with new street lighting, signs, and
landscaping.

• Phase II will begin on June 30 and include
Seward Avenue from Fulton Street to the
southern edge of Lake Michigan Drive,
including the intersection at Fulton Street. The
Fulton Street intersection will be closed for
approximately three weeks in early September.

Seward Avenue will be closed to all but local
and emergency traffic throughout the duration
of the project, which should be completed by
October 30.

Traffic/Detours:

The construction will take place in two phases:
• Phase I will include Seward Avenue from
Lake Michigan Drive to Bridge Street, including the intersection at Lake Michigan Drive.

• Seward Avenue/Fulton Street - detour is
Mt.Vernon, Front, Butterworth, Lexington,
Lake Michigan Drive.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

• Seward Avenue/Lake Michigan Drive detour is Bridge, Mt. Vernon, Fulton,
Lexington.

Entry and exit for the Seward Lot on the Pew
Grand Rapids Campus will not be affected.
Questions can be directed to Pew Campus
Operations at x6700.

Graduate assistants value
experience, job duties
Nadia Brigham quit her job to take graduate
classes and earn master 's degrees in two programs. Then she wondered how to pay for it.
"It was like a leap of faith ," Brigham said. "I
quit my job, started grad school, and then
Cindy called me a week later and offered me
an assistantship. "
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
With her teaching responsibilities, Cindy Coviak, associate professor in .
Grand Valley 's Kirkhof School of Nursing, is responsible for hiring
graduate assistants (GAs) to aid facu lty members' research projects. Most Grand Valley
graduate departments offer assistantships, a
form of financial aid that may include both a
stipend and tuition support.
Coviak said she often considers students in
majors other than nursing. Brigham is an
example; she graduated in April with a
master 's degree in social work and is scheduled to earn a master's of public administration degree in December.

tee said she will file an extension with the U.S . Department of Health
and Human Services. The extension gives large organizations until
October 2003 to meet guidelines covering electronic health care transactions. To qualify for an extension, plans must be submitted to the DHHS
by October 16 and include a budget, schedule, and strategies for meeting
guidelines.
HIPAA was established in 1996 to improve access to health insurance,
reduce medical and insurance fra ud, and increase efficiency of the
nation's health care system.
Grand Valley 's steering committee, comprised of representatives from
departments that regularly access student and employee information ,
meets on a regular basis. Questions about HIPAA can be directed to
Smith at x2067 .

Marcy Jones

State budget in deficit
due to drop in tax revenues

"I do go to the pool of nursing students first,
but I've had wonderful assistants fro m other
departments," Coviak said. 'Tm looking for an applicant who has a
willingness to learn and someone who shows enthusiasm for the job."

Officials from the Michigan Treasury and House and Senate Fiscal
Agencies told the Legislature on May 16 that the state budget is in deficit
by $352.3 million for the current fiscal year, which ends September 30.
They also said revenue in fiscal year 2003 (beginning October 1, 2002)
will be $320 million less than expected.

Marcy Jones, a communications major, works primarily with Gayla
Jewell, assistant professor of nursing. Jones has created computer databases to track inventory and assisted on other research projects.
The hours required of a GA are more flexible than those req uired "in the
real world," she added. Most GAs are required to work 10-20 hours per
week.

The drop in state tax revenues was blamed on reductions in incom_e tax
payments made by residents, with most of that decline attributed to fewer
capital gains payments as the stock market stagnated.

GAs who work with social work professor Douglas Chung are gaining a
tremendous amount of research knowledge, he said. Through literature
reviews, class presentations, and other research projects, GAs learn to
apply theory and hypothesis tests and complete quantitative research.

The governor and the Legislature must now come up with plans to eliminate
the deficit in this year's budget and address next year's projected deficit.
Some suggestions have begun to surface. The leader of the House
Democratic Party has proposed cutting al l state budgets by approximately
1 percent to eliminate the FY 2002 deficit. Gov. John Engler has not yet
made a recommendation, but observers believe an administration plan
will be forthcoming soon, perhaps by next week.

HIPAA committee to obtain
deadline extension

"We are watching these developments carefully," said Matt McLogan,
vice president for University Relations. "Grand Valley's budget plans
were predicated on the state's commitment not to cut our funding in the
current year and to continue this year's appropriation level next year.

A change in federal regulations allows Grand Valley, and other organizations that use or disclose personal health information, another year to
meet compliance guidelines.
Associate General Counsel Pat Smith, who chairs the university's Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) steering commit-

"Should the state become unable to keep its commitment, we will need to
review again all of the university's revenues and expenses."

···-----------------------FORUM

AIDS Quilt draws viewers
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Fax: 6 I 6-895-2250.
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www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form. html .
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www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Hundreds of people viewed the AIDS Memorial Quilt at the Fieldhous': fr_om May 9-12. Mo_re tha_n
1,400 panels were displayed. The event was sponsored ~y the West M,ch1gan AIDS Memonal Qwlt
Display, a grass-roots group comprised of representattv';s from qran_d Valley, the Kent County
Health Department, and area businesses and human service organIzatIons.

3 Forum I May 20, 2002

What's Ahead
Photo by Bernadine
Carey-Tucker

"All the World's a
Stage" combines art
and theater at the
GVSU Art Gallery.
The exhibit runs
through August 12.

Art, theater meet at GVSU gallery
The art of theater is the newest exhibit at the Grand Valley Art Gallery.
"All the World's a Stage: From Concept to Creation" displays the
drawings, sketches, and working models from past theater shows, givin~
viewers a glimpse into the vast amount of behind-the-scenes work that 1s
done before the curtain goes up on opening night.
Costumes, posters, and set pieces from 1998 's Skriker to last year's
Shakespeare Festival production of The Tempest are als~ re~resente_d. The
exhibit focuses on three elements of theater: costumes, hghtmg design ,
and set design, said GVSU theater manager Jill Hamilton, whose
costumes and preparatory drawings are displayed. Work by scene and
lighting designer Al Sheffield also takes center stage.
"All the World 's a Stage" is on display at the Art Gallery through
August 12. Summer hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. , Monday-Friday, Call x2564
for more information.

Croatian ambassador to visit Grand Valley
Grand Valley's Van Andel Global Trade Center and World Hope USA will
host Ivan Grdesic, ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to the United
States.
Grdesic will spend several days in the region meeting with academic,
political, and business leaders. These events will be capped with a fo~al
reception and presentation at the De Vos Center at the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus on Tuesday, May 21, at 5:30 p.m.
The topic of Grdesic's presentation will be the current economic ~nd
business environment of Croatia, and potential areas of collaboration and
business development between Michigan and the Republic of Croatia. An
announcement will also be made that the Van Andel Global Trade Center
and World Hope USA will be initiating a trade mission to Croatia next
May with the purpose of building economic and social cooperation.
Those interested in attending the presentation should contact the Van
Andel Global Trade Center at x6811.

AP Committee to present forum
with executive officers
The 11th Annual AP Open Forum is scheduled for Wednesday, May 22,
from 11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Pere Marquette Room of the Kirkhof
Center.
Sponsored by the Administrative/Professional Committee, the,forum g!ves
faculty and staff members an opportunity to ask Grand Valley s executive
officers questions about university issues. Past dialogues have i~cluded
questions about staffing, workloads, space, salary, and leadership.
President Mark A. Murray will be joined by Jean Enright, executive assistant to the president; John Gracki, interim provost and vice president for
academic affairs; Matt McLogan, vice president for university relations;
Pat Oldt, vice president for planning and equity; Tim Schad, vice .
president for finance and administration; and Maribeth Wardrop, vice
president for development.

Faculty and staff members who prefer to have their questions asked by an
AP committee member can submit questions to Steven Nicolet at
nicolets@gvsu .edu. Beverages and cookies will be provided at the forum;
participants can bring their lunches.

GVU Foundation to host
Enrichment Dinner
The Grand Valley University
Foundation Enrichment Dinner is
scheduled for Wednesday, June 5 at
the Amway Grand Plaza. The black
tie event will begin at 6 p.m. with
dinner at 7 p.m. Entertainment will
be provided by the Capitol Steps,
Washington's musical and political
satire group.

John H. Batts

Ralph W
Hauenstein

Four West Michigan leaders will be
inducted into the Grand Valley State
Hall of Fame. Inductees John H.
Batts, Ralph W. Hauenstein , Clare
F. Jarecki, and Leslie E. Tassell
have demonstrated dedication and
Leslie E. Tassell
Clare F. Jarecki
support to Grand Valley over the
past years in a number of ways.
.
More recently, they have played important roles in the current campaign
for Grand Valley's Center for Health Profess ions building.
Donors who contribute $250 or more to any of Grand Valley's endowment funds are invited to attend the Enrichment Dinner. For more
information please contact University Development at x6530.

Golf outing set for faculty, staff
The 30th annual Faculty and Staff Golf Outing is scheduled for Thursday,
June 6, at the Meadows.
Registration will run from 6:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Teams of four can choose a
morning (7:30 a.m.) or afternoon (2 p.m.) tee time. Cost for faculty and
staff members, and retirees, is $60 for 18 holes. Proceeds from the
scramble benefit the Charles H. Irwin Athletic Fund. A continental
breakfast will be served from 6:30-7:30 a.m., and lunch will be from
12:30-2 p.m. Guests can attend lunch only for $25.
The deadline to register is May 24. Questions can be directed to Sandra
Jennings at x3259.

Shakespeare Festival announces
its 2002 feature play
The 2002 Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival will present The Merchant
of Venice as its feature production, with 11 performances running
September 27 through October 6.
First staged in 1598, the play sets a generous and clearsighted woman, Portia, in sharp contrast to a memorable
but markedly antisocial man, Shylock. In spite of the
drama provided by Shylock and his attempts at revenge
against his persecutors , The Merchant of Venice is a comedy,
and romantic as well. A truly spellbinding play - and provocative in its
inquiry of grief bred of hatred -The Merchant of Venice is a "classic that
GVSU is proud to present," said Karen Libman, assistant professor of
communications, who will direct the production.
As with all Shakespeare Festival feature plays, The Merchant of Venice
will be acted primarily by GVSU students, with the exception of one
character. Nashville native Brian Web Russell, last seen in the 2000
Shakespeare Festival production The Comedy of Errors, will ass ume the
role of Shylock.
Tickets will go on sale at the end of August at the GVSU Box Office,
x2300.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
The following members of the Writing
Department made presentations at the
Conference on College Composition and
Communication, held in Chicago: Mark
Schaub, "Instruct Us: Writing Technical User's
Guides in First-Year Writing Courses;" Ellen
Schendel, "Validity in Action: An Extended
Example of Validity Inquiry," she also led a
workshop, titled "Consulting About Writing
Assessment;" and Denise Stephenson , director
of the Writing Center and SWS Program, "Basic
Writing Becomes Elective: A Writing Center
Director's View."
The Annis Water Resources Institute received an
award of appreciation for 14 years of service on
the Environmental and Development Committee
from the Home and Building Association of
Greater Grand Rapids. Abigail Matzke, AWRI
adjunct staff member, sits on this committee.
Ruth Ann Brintnall, assistant professor of
nursing, was selected to participate in the
Program in Palliative Care Education and
Practice at Harvard Medical School Center for
Palliative Care. Additionally, Brintnall was
selected by the Oncology Nursing Foundation as
a recipient of a doctoral scholarship to continue
her studies at Rush University College of
Nursing in Chicago.

Guenter Tosch , associate professor of computer
science and information systems, will present a
paper, titled "Development and Diagnostics of a
Sequential Decision Model based on Artificial
Neural Networks," at the 21st International
Biometric Conference, which will be held in
Freiburg, Germany.
Donald G. Uzarski, AWRI research scientist,
had a proposal, titled "Development of
Bioassessment Procedures and Guidance for
Field Staff for Evaluation of Depressional
Wetlands of Michigan," selected for funding by
the EPA and Michigan DEQ.
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, conducted two workshops at the "Youth on Stage"
state conference held in Midland.
Debbie Morrow, senior librarian, was elected
vice president/president elect of the Voyager
Users Group Board, representing 900 academic
and research library customers of Endeavor
Information Systems, Inc.
Mitch Walcott, media services technician, performed electronic music at the UICA's 25th
anniversary party. He also held a CD release
party for his debut album, "Europa," at Schuler
Books and Music.

Linda Rynbrandt, assistant professor of
sociology, recently presented a paper, titled
"Clean Streets, Pure Food and the Poor House:
Applied Sociology in the Progressive Era," at
the North Central Sociological Association
annual meeting in Windsor, Ontario.
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of philanthropic studies, was the moderator of a panel,
titled "Meet the Grantmakers" at the Volunteer
Superconference in Lansing. The panel consisted
of program officers from the W.K. Kellogg,
Kresge, and SBC Ameritech foundations. Orosz
was also the author of an article, titled "Jacob
Giles Morris: Patrician Pioneer of Coin
Collecting," published in The Numismatist, the
journal of the American Numismatic
Association.

In the News
James David Ballard , assistant professor of
criminal justice, was interviewed by WCSU,
WKZO, Michigan Radio, WOOD Radio, and
U.S. News and World Report about his upcoming
testimony at a U.S. Senate hearing. Ballard is
scheduled to testify on May 22 on the threat of
terrorism against nuclear waste shipments to
Yucca Mountain.

